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Source: https://xkcd.com/2347/

https://xkcd.com/2347/
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Source: https://www.synopsys.com/software-integrity/resources/analyst-reports/open-source-security-risk-analysis.html

https://www.synopsys.com/software-integrity/resources/analyst-reports/open-source-security-risk-analysis.html
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Read more: https://github.com/zloirock/core-js/blob/master/docs/2023-02-14-so-whats-next.md

https://github.com/zloirock/core-js/blob/master/docs/2023-02-14-so-whats-next.md
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Source: Sketchplantations (https://sketchplanations.com/the-tragedy-of-the-commons)

https://sketchplanations.com/the-tragedy-of-the-commons
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I think a good rule of thumb that will 
scale with the community as it 
continues to grow is that organizations 
that want to grow the WordPress pie 
(and not just their piece of it) should 
dedicate 5% of their people to working 
on something to do with (WordPress).
— Matt Mullenweg, Co-founder of WordPress
https://ma.tt/2014/09/five-for-the-future/

https://ma.tt/2014/09/five-for-the-future/
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wordpress.org/5

https://wordpress.org/5
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What is a Five for the Future 
contribution? ⚡
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Any direct contribution to the work 
of a Make/WordPress Team is a Five 

for the Future Contribution.
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Every contribution to WordPress 
supports it; 💪

Five for the Future contributions 
help sustain WordPress project,

directly. 🔥
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How do I pledge my time in 
Five for the Future? ✍
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You can individually pledge time by editing your WordPress.org profile
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You can also create a 
pledge for your 
company from 
wordpress.org/5

https://wordpress.org/5
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Why should I pledge to Five 
for the Future? 🤔
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Because,
Contributing to WordPress

Can help you SUCCEED!
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How Five for the Future can 
help Individual Contributors 🛠
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By helping you
work alongside 
talented contributors 
from all over the world. 
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Source: https://wptavern.com/contributing-to-open-source-is-better-than-any-college-degree

https://wptavern.com/contributing-to-open-source-is-better-than-any-college-degree
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Your WordPress.org profile becomes your 
resume by contributing to WordPress. 📃⚡
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Open source contributions help recruiters 
gauge candidates’ skills 📃⚡
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User Casual 
Contributor

Pledged 
Contributor

Leader/
Expert
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And finally… Bragging rights! 📣 🗣⚡
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How Five for the Future can help 
Companies and Organizations📈
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Identifying, Recruiting, And Growing Talent 🎤
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Stay up to date with the Direction of the 
WordPress Platform 🌈✨📈
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Represent their and their Clients’ Needs in the 
Growth of WordPress 📈
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And finally, being a pledged contributor is a 
major credential, as it shows your expertise and 
credibility in WordPress.📊💼
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Tips on contributing to 
Five for the Future for Individual 
Contributors
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Start slow ✨



learn.wordpress.org
34

Go through the Team’s 
Handbook for guidance📖
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Join teams chats on 
Slack. 💬
Some teams (e.g. Make/Core) have 
New Contributor Chats specifically 
for contributor onboarding! 🪜
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Create a contribution 
Habit! 
Set aside some time each week for 
contribution - even 15-30 minutes is 
fine! ⏰
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Making Effective Five for the 
Future Contributions as a 
company 📆✨
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Set a strategy for your company 🥅🗂



learn.wordpress.org
39

Some questions to think about… 🧐
● What are your goals, and how can contribution achieve them? 
● Which Make/Teams align with your company values?
● What employee skillsets match Make/Team needs?
● Is there anyone from your team contributing to WordPress?
● Where can you make the most impact in a Make/Team?
● How much time can you dedicate to contributions, per week?
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Start small! 🌤

Image source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/13592750@N00/21131186963 - WordCamp NL 2015 Contributor Day

https://www.flickr.com/photos/13592750@N00/21131186963
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Slowly scale up 📐📈🎉
● Share learnings internally
● Note down contributions
● Celebrate wins
● Knowledge sharing
● Build a contribution team?
● 5ftF Rotations for employees?
● Hire full-time contributors?

Image source: https://europe.wordcamp.org/2016/wordcamp-europe-2016-the-big-recap-wceu/

https://europe.wordcamp.org/2016/wordcamp-europe-2016-the-big-recap-wceu/
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The “5%” of Five for the Future is aspirational.
Any contribution is valuable contribution!

⚡📈



learn.wordpress.org

In other words
There is no Five for the Future police! 

🚨🚔🚫⛔
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Five for the Future, of the Future… 
🔮✨🚘
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● More contributions automatically 
recorded. ⏺

● Better onboarding for pledgees 🪜
● More contribution resources for 

companies 📚
● Better liaisons between Make/Teams and 

pledgees 🤝
● More connections between Five for the 

Future companies. 🤝
● Making sponsorship opportunities more 

visible 🤑
● Sponsored contributors supporting 

volunteer contributors! 🤗
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Resources 📚
● Five for the Future website: https://wordpress.org/five-for-the-future/
● Matt’s post on Five for the Future: https://ma.tt/2014/09/five-for-the-future/
● Post Status: Five Ways to Participate in Five for the Future: 

https://poststatus.com/five-ways-to-participate-in-five-for-the-future/
● How your small business can participate in Five for the Future: 

https://wordpress.tv/2022/09/24/how-your-small-business-can-participate-in-five-for-the-fu
ture/

● Five Cents on Five for the Future: The WordPress Podcast: 
https://wordpress.org/news/2022/02/episode-25-five-cents-on-five-for-the-future/

● Five for the Future’s True Intentions: The WordPress Podcast: 
https://wordpress.org/news/2022/07/episode-35-five-for-the-futures-true-intentions/

https://wordpress.org/five-for-the-future/
https://ma.tt/2014/09/five-for-the-future/
https://poststatus.com/five-ways-to-participate-in-five-for-the-future/
https://wordpress.tv/2022/09/24/how-your-small-business-can-participate-in-five-for-the-future/
https://wordpress.tv/2022/09/24/how-your-small-business-can-participate-in-five-for-the-future/
https://wordpress.org/news/2022/02/episode-25-five-cents-on-five-for-the-future/
https://wordpress.org/news/2022/07/episode-35-five-for-the-futures-true-intentions/
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Thank you.

Ask us any questions you have about Five for the Future!

OR E-mail: getinvolved@wordpress.org

harishanker.net

hari.blog

@HariShanker

tumblr.hari.blog

@courtney@fosstodon.org

@cpk_wp

mailto:getinvolved@wordpress.org

